Modern NVQ’s bring numerous benefits to experienced construction managers
As an Assistant Project Manager for BAA, David Fraser works on a wide range of projects to improve the airfield pavements at London’s Heathrow airport.  He has worked in the construction industry for over thirty years and his career started as an apprentice joiner studying to obtain an HNC in Building.  However, with the industry’s increasing emphasis on obtaining site-based qualifications, he recently reviewed the training opportunities that were available to him that would have a positive impact on his day-to-day work and his longer term employability.
It was soon clear that obtaining a CSCS card would be of significant benefit to him, so David looked at the best route open to him.  He was also keen to become a member of professional bodies to add additional kudos to his cv as he had never attended university and felt he did not have the relevant qualifications.  The CSCS Scheme is based primarily on NVQ qualifications, so David explored how he could go down this route.  It soon became apparent that formalising his working practices to enable him to demonstrate his significant knowledge and experience would be fairly straightforward and that this would provide the evidence needed for a successful review by an approved NVQ assessor to enable him to achieve an NVQ4 and apply for a CSCS platinum card. 
In addition, working towards the NVQ David refreshed and updated his knowledge, which he found enhanced his overall  range of skills.
Gaining an NVQ4 has also enabled him to begin the process of becoming a member of the Institute of Civil Engineers utilising the Experienced practitioners’ route.  And he is now working towards and NVQ5 which will allow him to apply to be a member of the Chartered Institute of Building.

David comments:

“At first I wondered if undertaking an NVQ would be relevant to me or whether it would just mean a lot more time consuming paperwork.  Now though, I am extremely glad I did it.  Not only has it enabled me to gain a CSCS card and routes to professional membership of well respected industry bodies, going through the process has also encouraged me to take a new look at the way I work and made me much more efficient.  I would urge anyone in my position to look at NVQ’s with an open mind and exploit the practical, career-enhancing opportunities that they open up to experienced people.”
